
 

 

“No Greater Love” 

“The Precious Blood of Jesus” Series ~ Part 5 
 
 
 
In the Christian Leader magazine, Don Ratzlaff retells a story from Ernest Gordon’s, “Miracle on the 
River Kwai.” The Scottish soldiers, forced by their Japanese captors to labor on a jungle railroad, 
had degenerated to barbarous behavior, but one afternoon, something happened: 
  
A shovel was missing. The officer in charge became enraged. He demanded that the missing shovel 
be produced, or else. When nobody in the squadron budged, the officer got his gun and threatened 
to kill all of the men on the spot. It was obvious he meant what he said. Then, finally, one man 
stepped forward. The officer put away his gun, picked up a shovel, and beat the man to death. When 
it was over, the survivors picked up the bloody corpse and carried it with them to the second 
checkpoint. This time, no shovel was missing. Indeed, there had been a miscount at the first 
checkpoint. 
  
The word spread like wildfire through the whole camp. An innocent man had been willing to die to 
save the others… The incident had a profound effect…The men began to treat each other like 
brothers. 
  
When the victorious Allies swept in, the malnourished survivors, lined up in front of their captors and 
(instead of attacking their captors) insisted: “No more hatred. No more killing. Now what we need is 
forgiveness.” 
 
 Sacrificial love has transforming power!  
 
There is no greater love than the sacrifice Jesus made on Calvary.  

John 15:13 says,  
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” Jesus suffered every 
type of wound known by the medical community: 
 

• Contusions done by blows from a rod 

• Lacerations because of a scourging with a whip (a Cat of Nine Tails had approximately nine 
leather straps with stones, glass and metal objects attached at their ends)  

• Penetrating wounds due to the crown of thorns 

• Perforating wounds caused by nails driven through His wrist  

• Incised wounds left by a spear thrust into His side  
 
Life is precious and many times we do not fully appreciate it until we face the possibility of losing it. 
People, for years, have tried to determine the value of life. Some, who see the Divine signature upon 
humanity, would answer the question from a Spiritual perspective, while those who view mankind as 
merely the end product of a long and random evolutionary process, view it from a natural aspect.  
 
The Apostle Peter gives us insight into our search for the value of life in I Peter 1:18-19.  He writes, 
“For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver and gold that you were redeemed 
from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” Our life has significance because Christ willingly shed His 
priceless blood for each of us.   
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In one sense, the value of something is often determined by how much the highest bidder is willing 
to pay. So the question is how much was the Lord willing to pay for us? “God purchased you (us) at 
a high price” (I Co. 7:23 NLT). He bought us at a price greater than we can comprehend; it cost the 
lifeblood of God’s only Son, Jesus Christ. The Antichrist spirit will use any platform to disprove the 
truth that the Lord has truly saved us through His blood, but the truth remains, He saved us from a 
life of sin and hopelessness. For that we should be forever grateful!  
 
No matter who we are or what we are capable of, no matter our past, or what people think of us, 
when Jesus looks at us, He sees a “pearl!” Jesus is more interested with where we’re going than 
where we’ve been. What matters is who we are because of the Blood of Christ, and who we are 
becoming through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Matthew 13:45-46 says:  
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one 
of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.” Jesus, our 
merchant, has found fine pearls and has given everything to purchase them.  

 
What exactly does it mean when we say that Jesus shed His Blood for our sin debt? It means that 
we are not only redeemed, but that no one else can lay claim to us anymore. We belong to Jesus 
and are forever free from the grasp of Satan. The devil may harass us and tempt us, but he can 
never own us again, this truth is determined by whether we believe that or not. Jesus bought us with 
His Blood and that Crimson stain covers us, opens up a greater understanding of Christ’s love for 
us, and sets us free, forevermore!  
 
When God created us He placed within us a spiritual hunger that only He can satisfy. In our worldly 
state we used ungodly activities to fill this void. However, when we responded to His call, the Blood 
of our Passover Lamb redeemed us and satisfied our spiritual hunger. 
 
Once the mark of Christ’s Blood is upon us, we are His friends. John 15:13 says, “Greater love has 
no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” Jesus invited us to be His friends and to be 
friends with our Heavenly Father and dear ones, that is an incredible invitation! It means that no 
longer do we need to gaze longingly at God from a distance; we are not like slaves who have no 
right whatsoever to enter into the presence of the Master. We are not like a crowd whose only 
glimpse of the king is in the passing as he makes his way to an important engagement. Jesus’ shed 
blood gave us intimacy with God, so that He is longer a distant stranger, but our close friend.  

 
To be a slave, from a Biblical perspective, is defined as “Douloi” which means the servant of God.  
Douloi was no title of shame but was the highest honor. Moses was the Douloi of God (Duet. 34:5); 
so was Joshua (Joshua 24:29); so was David (Psalm 89:20). It is a title, which Paul counted as an 
honor to use (Titus 1:1); and so did James (James 1:1). The greatest men in the past had been 
proud to be called the Douloi, the slaves of God. And Jesus says, “I have something greater for you 
yet, you are no longer slaves; you are friends.” Christ offers an intimacy with God, which not even 
the greatest men knew.  
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Activation: 
Please close your natural eyes for a moment and open up your spiritual ones. Envision yourself 
traveling back to Calvary’s cross and allow the eyes of Jesus to look into your eyes, then listen to 
His words as He says, “I love you with an abiding love, a love that knows no end!” Do you hear His 
labored breathing? Can you hear His blood as it drops upon the stones? Every drop of Blood that 
Jesus shed that glorious day proclaims His powerful, abundant love for you. Surely, you can see that 
there is no greater love than what the shedding of Jesus’ blood has done. 

 
Every time we recognize and apply the Precious Blood of Jesus we are confessing His great love for 
us, and our abiding love for Him. It is in this vein of inseparable love, that the Apostle Paul uttered 
these remarkable words:  “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship 
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor the future nor any powers; neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation shall separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8: 35-39 NIV) 
 
 
Conclusion!  
So, not only is the Blood of Jesus precious, empowering and redeeming, it also reveals Christ’s 
enduring love for us! Every drop of Blood that was spilled that day confirms to us the depth, width 
and height of His great love. This love was not a single act on Calvary’s hill but it extends to our time 
and all future times. The Lord loves and cares about us even to the minutest detail. Once we 
embrace this truth, nothing will cause us to faint or draw back. We will be ablaze with the glory and 
presence of the Lord! 
 
Please pray and impart over your life: 

• Assurance that each drop of Blood shed represents Christ’s love for me. 

• Faith that Christ’s Blood is actively changing my life. 

• Trust that the Blood of Jesus has made a way for me to have an intimate relationship 
with Him. 

• Peace that through the shedding of Jesus’ blood I am now His possession and no longer 
belong to Satan. 

• Truth that I am, through Christ’s shed Blood, a friend of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit. 
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