“Preparing for a Holy Habitation”
“The Blood of Jesus” Series ~ Part 7

An important component that should be found in any church vision is on building people who are
passionate about their relationship with the Lord and then with one another. The leadership of
the Church should not consider, as a prerequisite to minister, your ability (talent), calling or
anointing, but rather they should look at the depth of your relationship with Christ first.

The Lord did not call you to your church just to receive what you think you need and then once
you’ve received it, move on to another Church to fulfill your selfish desires. How can we, as a
ministry, grow and become a governing place of influence if we are disloyal, self-centered
people who think only of ourselves? How can we be a Church that tears down demonic
strongholds if we are continually concerned about whether people will stay long enough to help
tear down those strongholds?

Since our Heavenly Father has called each of us to partner with the vision of the house, we
should demolish our old religious mindset that says, “If | am not growing the way | think | should
be growing, something’s wrong.” There should be many opportunities to minister at your church.
If you have a ministry that you're interested in and it is not offered, ask for help to establish it -
that is if God is at its center and you have the spiritual character to do it. If you are a new
member, we encourage you to acclimate and allow the Holy Spirit to transition you into the
Church fellowship. If you have been here a while and you haven't felt as though you fit, that
speaks to your bondage, not the passion of the ministry to use you. Perhaps you should step
out of the blame-shifting mode and stop accusing the Church for your complacency and
indifference and make spiritual adjustments that will assist you into linking into a ministry that
God has called you to.

Another dimension that needs to be pursued is how do we create an atmosphere for the Lord to
inhabit our Church? Let’s also consider how we can prepare our surroundings and ourselves
for the Presence of the Lord. Adjusting how we perceive Church life and opening up our hearts
are important factors for the Lord’s increased presence.

The Lord has been speaking to me about the fact that there is a pattern we must follow in order
for the Church to be a habitation for God to abide. The truth is, it is no accident that God moves
in a Church, city or region. The people of that area line up to His will and lay a foundation for
Him to walk and function.

Please read: I Chronicles 13:7-14 and | Chronicles 15:1-3
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Before the Ark of the Covenant could be brought back to Jerusalem, there were some
guidelines that needed to be followed, i.e. it had to be carried by the Levite Priests. It was God’s
will that the Ark be brought back to Jerusalem and in David’s zealousness to accomplish God’s
will he failed to follow the Lord’s prescribed guidelines. In verses 11 and 12 of Chapter 13 we
read, “Then David was angry because the Lord’s wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to
this day that place is called Perez Uzzah (which means the Lord who breaks out). David was
afraid of God that day and asked, “How can | ever bring the ark of God to me?”” The answer to
that question is that we must do it God’s way, not ours! We must understand that there is a
pattern that must be followed before we can usher in God’s Presence into our midst. Isn't it just
like us to get angry with the Lord when things go wrong, especially when we’re at the center of
that wrong.

We all have prayed earnestly about creating a place where the Lord of Hosts would dwell. We
have declared and decreed that Arise would be a place where His presence would be so
intense that merely driving by our Church would result in a heavenly encounter. We have had
Prophet after Prophet come and speak into our lives individually and corporately saying that
God was coming in a way that would confound our thinking. Yet we have not seen it completely.
Is it because we have not gotten the pattern right?

In Acts Chapter 1, the Lord tells His disciples to, “...Not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Notice the disciples had to follow a pattern
and then some fifty days later a move of the Holy Spirit occurred that brought thousands of
people into the newly birthed Church.

What is that pattern? | believe we have to corporately come into a place of Divine agreement.
That means we are going to have to lose our self-centered agendas and think about what the
Lord wants to do corporately rather than what we want individually. It means we need to pray
sincerely for God’s will and purpose to be fulfilled. Further, we will have to allow the Lord to set
our hearts ablaze with a Heavenly passion, a passion that will cause us to become obedient
vessels desiring to be led of the Holy Spirit.

The religious spirit pulls us out of one church and sends us hopping to another before God’s
work is complete in us. If you are feeling like your welcome has worn out and its time to move
on, | have some questions for you. Have you been completely healed from those bondage’s
God sent you here to be healed of? Have you completed everything God has called you to
accomplish in the Church? Are you disappointed that things have not happened the way you
thought they would?

My wife and | have been pastoring our Church for some fourteen years and we still don’t feel as
though we have completed everything that the Lord has asked us to do. We are still being
healed of things that | thought were removed many years ago. Quite the contrary, we press in
even more and place our eyes upon the rock, Jesus Christ, and become even more determined
to do what the Lord has commanded us to do!
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If we are going to have a move of the Lord that will dwarf what happened in the book of Acts, we
will need to plant ourselves firmly in the ministry and tell the enemy we will not be moved! We
must unite in love, prayer, obedience and commitment so that the Holy Spirit will have His way
in our lives and in the Church. It will take much more than a few of us crying out to the Lord to
inhabit our homes, lives and Church. It will require us to come into a spirit of unity, which means
we must become a people who are in one mind and one accord. Then the blessed Holy Spirit
will blow through this place like a mighty wind.

So what are we to do? | think we have to lose the “wounded, | am hurt forever mindset.” | think
we are going to have to lay down our bondage’s and connect with the Lord and one another at
whole new level. We must lay aside our religious antics and our self-centered agendas and
embrace the Lord of Hosts and the vision of this house. We must lose the mentality that if things
don’t go the way we think they should go we will leave, which substantiates our immaturity. Stop
blame shifting on the Church and those who are leading it because you aren’t being used the
way you thought you should be used. We need to pick up those quitting flags that we have put
out there that tell us the time is up and a change is imminent.

We need to allow the Lord to plant us in the Church and then give Him permission to do
whatever He wants to do in and through our lives. One thing | have learned in ministry is that
those things that | want very badly are usually the things the Lord withholds from me. Why does
He do that, because it may be that very thing that could cost me dearly in the end. | have
learned to trust the Lord and those He has placed over me and | have learned not to test what
God calls holy. | hear the Lord say it’s time for wholehearted commitment and a rededication of
the part we are to play at Arise and then commit to the Lord to carry it out until Jesus comes if
that is what He wants for our lives.

Declare & Decree:

e Against the idea that the Lord will bring people into your house and ultimately weed
them out and cause them to go elsewhere.

e Against disunity, self-centeredness, pride, division, discord, isolation, independence,
fear to connect, fear of being hurt, religiosity, witchcraft, gossip, fear of authority and
agendas that do not promote the vision of this house.

e Against the idea that my church is only for a certain type of person. Your house is
open to all that will come, no matter their race, creed or socioeconomic status. |
cancel the idea that only the strong will survive in the ministry.

e Against selfish ambitions and self promoting agendas that feed the religious and
usher in spiritual death.
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Please pray this over yourself:

Father, in the name of Jesus, | rededicate my heart to the vision of Your house and | declare
that my Church will prosper and succeed. | also declare that | will submit to You as You direct
me to higher realms of Your Holy presence. That as You set up a Holy Habitation in Your
house, | will do my part to insure that it happens. | refute what the enemy tries to do in my life as
| find myself in a hot, then lukewarm state. From this day forth, | allow the work of the Holy Spirit
in my life as He touches my heart with the coals of fire from God’s Holy altar. | no longer fear the
unknown because | know the one who knows the known and the unknown. Lord, from this day
forth | declare and decree that | am your vessel and | will embrace your move in my Church and
city and | will not set my heart against it, in Jesus’ name, amen.
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